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Growing in Grace and 
Knowledge of the Lord

We welcome you to this series of Bible studies. These lessons are de-
signed to help Christians grow and be strong in the Lord. They are based 
on the Bible as we seek to fulfill the Great Commission by “teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you” (Matt. 28:20).

After one has obeyed the gospel, he is added to the Lord’s church (Acts 
2:47). As a member of the church, one is a babe in Christ and must learn 
what are his responsibilities to Christ. Peter said, “As newborn babes, de-
sire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby” (1 Pet. 2:2). 
One must really want to learn and grow!

Please take your Bible, look up the Scriptures listed, fill in the blanks 
where called for, and answer any questions. Remember that when you first 
obeyed the gospel your past sins were forgiven, but, if one is to be saved 
eternally, he must, as Peter said:

Grow in the grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
saviour Jesus Christ (2 Pet. 3:18).

As you study these lessons, if you have any questions or comments, 
write them down so you can remember to mention them at the right time. 
Write your name on your material as you will want to keep it for further 
study.

Name _____________________________________________________

Date and Place of Study ______________________________________

Material Prepared By
Johnie Edwards

Johnie P. Edwards
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A Suggestion as to the Use 
of This Material

1. One teacher for each lesson would be helpful to the new Christian as 
he is exposed to thirteen teachers soon after his conversion. The class 
could be conducted in the home of the new Christian, the teacher’s 
home, or at the church building.

2. A class study on Sunday or Wednesday at the church building where 
there is a group to study the material.

3. This material is also designed for seasoned Christians to study, to help 
prepare them to conduct the class for others.
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Lesson 1

First Things First
Introduction
1. After a person has obeyed the gospel, he is then called upon to put first 

things first.
a. Jesus said, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his right-

eousness; and all these things shall be added unto you” (Matt. 6:33).
b. Every Christian needs to memorize this passage and seek to 

understand it. Read the context of this passage and realize that 
Jesus wants us to put first things first (Matt. 6:25-34).

2. Let’s study and see if we can learn just what it means to put first things first.

Discussion
I. One First Gives Himself to the Lord.

A. When you obey the gospel, you are no longer your own.
1. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 “What? know ye not that your body is 

the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have 
of God, and ye are _________ your ___________. For ye are 
______________ with a price: therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.”

2. Remember that you were purchased with the blood of Christ 
(Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 1:18-19).

B. The Corinthians were told how the churches of Macedonia put 
first things first.
1. 2 Corinthians 8:5 “And this they did, not as we hoped, but 

____________ gave their own ___________________ to the 
Lord, and unto us by the will of God.”

2. These Christians went beyond what Paul had hoped for. 
They realized the importance of first giving their own selves 
to the Lord.

C. Other things will come easier, if we will, first of all, give our-
selves to the Lord.
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II. A Willing Mind Is Required.
A. 2 Corinthians 8:12 “For if there be _____________ a willing 

___________, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and 
not according to that he hath not.”

B. God has always required that His people have a willing mind.
1. Look what God required of His people when He wanted 

them to give for the building of the tabernacle in the Old 
Testament. “Take ye from among you an offering unto the 
Lord: whosoever is of a ___________________ heart, let 
him bring it, an offering of the Lord; gold, and silver, and 
brass” (Exod. 35:5).

2. As David charged his son, Solomon, in regards to the build-
ing of the temple, he said, “And thou, Solomon my son, 
know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a per-
fect heart and with a _________________ ______________: 
for the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the 
imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be 
found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off 
for ever” (1 Chron. 28:9).

C. Whatever we do in serving God, God wants us to do it with a 
willing mind!

III. Cleanse First the Inside.
A. In obeying the gospel, one purifies his soul (1 Pet. 1:22).
B. The inside must be kept clean.

1. In rebuking the Pharisees, Jesus said, “Thou blind Pharisee, 
cleanse __________ that which is within the cup and platter, 
that the outside of them may be clean also” (Matt. 23:26).

2. Read the context of this passage and you can understand 
what the Pharisees were doing.

C. Paul told Timothy, “keep thyself pure” (1 Tim. 5:22), and he told 
the Philippians to ________________ on pure things (Phil. 4:8).

IV. First Cast Out the Beam Out of Thine Own Eye.
A. Many see everyone’s faults but their own!
B. Read Matthew 7:3-5.

1. What is a beam?  __________________________________
2. What is a mote?  __________________________________
3. What did Jesus say do first and why?  __________________
  ________________________________________________
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V. First Be Reconciled to Thy Brother.
A. From time to time brethren disagree. Each of us must strive, “as 

much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men” (Rom. 12:18).
B. Open your Bible to Matthew 5:21-26. As you read this passage, 

you can see what must first be done when your brother has aught 
against you. Jesus said, “Leave there thy gift before the altar, and 
go thy way; _________________ be reconciled to thy brother, 
and then come and offer thy gift” (Matt. 5:24).

C. God will not accept our worship when we are at odds with our 
brother.

VI. That First of All Prayers Be Made for All Men.
A. 1 Timothy 2:1-2 “I exhort therefore, that, first of all, sup-

plications, ____________, intercessions, and giving of 
thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in 
_____________________; that we may lead a quiet and peace-
able life in all godliness and honesty.”

B. Perhaps, if more prayers were offered for those in high places, 
and less criticism, this would be a better place to live.

VII. He First Findeth His Own Brother.
A. After learning the truth of the gospel, we need to find others and 

share the truth with them. We are saved to save. 
1. 2 Timothy 2:2—“And the things that thou hast heard of me 

among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to others also.”

2. 1 Timothy 4:16—“Take heed unto thyself, and unto the 
doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both 
_____________ thyself, and them that hear thee.”

B. Each of us needs to be an Andrew. Read John 1:40-42. After An-
drew heard of Jesus and followed Him, what was the first thing 
that he did?  _________________________________________

VIII. Seeking First the Kingdom of God and His Righteousness.
A. Read Matthew 6:25-34.
B. What is the kingdom?  _________________________________
C. What is God’s righteousness?  ___________________________
  ___________________________________________________
D. What it means to seek first the kingdom.

1. Attending regularly.
a. The Lord expects His people to attend the services of the 

church faithfully.
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b. Hebrews 10:25
c. We need to work things out so we can attend every service.

2. Giving purposely and liberally.
a. God demands that His people give with purpose and as 

one is prospered.
b. 2 Corinthians 9:6-7; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2; Acts 20:35; 

Luke 6:38
3. Studying often.

a. God expects us to know and to know requires study.
b. 2 Peter 3:18; 2 Timothy 2:15; Acts 17:11; Revelation 1:3

4. Being zealous in church work.
a. Jesus gave Himself to purchase a zealous people (Titus 

2:14).
b. First Christians were steadfast and zealous.
c. Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 15:58; 2 Corinthians 9:2

5. Taking time for God.
a. It takes time to be holy.
b. Psalm 90:12; Ephesians 5:16
c. It is easy to let time slip away—even an entire life†— 

doing things which do not contribute to our spiritual wel-
fare.

Conclusion
1. There is no finer time to begin putting first things first than when you 

first obey the gospel.
2. By putting first things first, one will grow in the grace and knowledge 

of the Lord.
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Lesson 2

Adding to Your Faith
Introduction
1. In a world of rising costs, we see the need of working to obtain fi-

nancial security. This lesson deals with a far more important kind of 
security—spiritual security!

2. 2 Peter 1:5-11
a. Giving all diligence to add these things means to zealously and 

earnestly work at it. Growing to be a strong Christian does not 
happen overnight. It requires time, patience, and hard work.

b. We are to secure our faith. Many Christians are forever weak and 
some fall away because they fail to secure their faith by adding 
these graces to their lives.

c. Man is a free moral agent. God’s calling and election is done 
through the gospel (2 Thess. 2:14). It is our choice to obey ini-
tially, and our choice to make firm that calling.

3. Let’s examine these great things which we must add to our faith.

Discussion:
I. Faith

A. Faith is the foundation of our Christianity that we build upon.
1. Hebrews 11:6—“But without _____________ it is impos-

sible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe 
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him.”

2. In a world where evolution is accepted and atheists abound, 
faith that God exists is needed and is a necessity.

B. Faith is the motivation that leads us to do the works of God.
1. 2 Corinthians 5:7—“For we walk by _______________, not 

by sight.”
2. James 2:22—“Seest thou how faith wrought with his  _____
 ________, and by works was faith made perfect?”
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C. Our faith should grow. “We are bound to thank God al-
ways for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith 
______________ exceedingly” (2 Thess. 1:3).
1. Where does one acquire faith (Rom. 10:17)? ____________
  ________________________________________________
2. This is why Bible study is so important to one’s growth!

II. Virtue (We should add virtue to our faith!)
A. Virtue, here, refers to the courage to stand up for our faith and 

what is right.
B. Many Christians will not stand up for what they believe.

1. There is always pressure around us to do like others.
2. The world may accept homosexuality, drinking, gambling, 

drugs, fornication, and the like, but the Christian cannot 
condone such immorality.

3. The world may say, “Worship any way you please at the 
church of your choice,” but the Christian should have the 
courage to proclaim the one faith and the one body of the 
Bible (Eph. 4:4-6).

C. Here are some people who lacked virtue: “Nevertheless among 
the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of the 
Pharisees they did not ________________ him, lest they should 
be put out of the synagogue” (John 12:42).

D. The Christian will face trials, persecutions, problems, tempta-
tions, and ridicule. Let us never waver from our faith, but have 
the courage to always do what is right!

III. Knowledge (We should add knowledge to our virtue!)
A. Many Christians are not strong for they lack knowledge of God’s will.

1. Hosea 4:6—“My people are __________________ for lack 
of knowledge. . . .”

2. How can we know right from wrong, truth from error, 
without knowledge of the Bible? To lack knowledge is to be 
easily led astray!

3. 1 Peter 2:2—“As newborn babes, ____________ the sincere 
milk of the word, that ye may _____________ thereby.”

B. To acquire knowledge we must “_____________________ to 
shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to 
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15).

C. 2 Peter 3:18—“But _____________ in grace, and in the ______  
________________ of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. . . .”
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IV. Temperance (We should add temperance to our knowledge!)
A. Temperance is self-control.
B. We need to be constantly in control of our thoughts, tongue, 

temper, and actions.
1. Without self-control, one will easily commit sin.
2. James 1:14—“But every man is tempted, when he is drawn 

away of his own __________, and enticed.” We must control 
our passions and desires so that we are not drawn away.

C. 1 Corinthians 9:25, 27—“And every man that striveth for the 
mastery is _____________ in all things. . . . But I keep under my 
body, and bring it into __________________: lest that by any 
means . . . I myself should be a castaway.”

D. God will not remove temptation, but will help us through it. It 
is our part to bear the temptation, knowing it will never be more 
than we can handle (1 Cor. 10:13).

E. Our society is one of instant gratification. Let us learn to control 
ourselves that we might avoid sin.

V. Patience (We should add patience to our temperance!)
A. Patience involves more than temper. It involves endurance and 

perseverance.
B. Patience is needed to endure the problems one will face in life.
C. James 1:3-4—“Knowing this, that the trying of your faith wor-

keth _______________. But let patience have her perfect work, 
that ye may be _____________________ and entire, wanting 
nothing.”

D. Job is a good example of patience (Jas. 5:11).
E. We do not always know why suffering and afflictions come, but 

let us not blame ____ God and turn away from Him during those 
times. He is the only one who can help us through them.
1. James 1:13— “Let no man say when he is tempted, I am 

tempted of ___________: for God cannot be tempted with 
evil, neither tempteth he any man.”

2. God can use adversity for our own good, or to accomplish 
His purposes. Joseph is a good example (Gen. 45:5-7).

F. Hebrews 12:1—“Let us lay aside every weight, and . . . let us run 
with _______________ the race that is set before us.”
1. We have to be ______________________ to inherit God’s 

promises (Heb. 6:12).
2. What is the point James is making in James 5:7-8?  _______
  ________________________________________________
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VI. Godliness (We should add godliness to our patience!)
A. Godliness is piety and respect for God exhibited in our life.
B. Our society is becoming more godless and immoral.

1. Right and wrong are not determined by society under a given 
situation, but rather by absolute rules given by God.

2. John 8:32
3. Example: Lying is always wrong!

C. 2 Peter 3:11 “What manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy 
conversation and  ____________________________________ .”

VII. Brotherly Kindness (We should add brotherly kindness to our 
godliness!)
A. Brotherly kindness is simply loving and being kind to others.
B. 1 Peter 1:22—“See that ye love one another with a pure 

____________ fervently.”
C. We should feel nearness, like that of a family, for others in 

Christ. We may not always agree, but our love for each other 
will keep us agreeable and able to work out our differences.

D. Love will express itself in kindness as Paul said, “And be ye 
______________ one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another. . .” (Eph. 4:32). Some act unfriendly as if they were 
weaned on a sour pickle!

E. To show this love, we encourage you to talk to the members, get 
to know them personally, and be with them socially.

VIII. Charity (We should add charity to our brotherly kindness!)
A. Charity is another word for love. (There are different Greek 

words for love. The word “love” here is the kind that seeks the 
best for others – agape).

B. We are to love:
1. Matthew 22:37  ___________________________________
2. Matthew 22:39  ___________________________________
3. Matthew 5:44  ____________________________________  
4. Ephesians 5:25; Titus 2:4  ___________________________

C. Colossians 3:14—“And above all these things put on _______ 
__________________, which is the bond of perfectness.” This 
kind of love can be learned and will grow, but we must work at it!
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Conclusion
1. Read 2 Peter 1:8-11 to see the benefits received by adding these graces 

to our faith. We will not be barren or unfruitful. These graces keep us 
from being spiritually blind. We will never fall, and we will enter into 
heaven.

2. Salvation is more than just believing and being baptized. We must 
constantly be growing by adding these things or we will fail and not 
enter heaven!
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Lesson 3

Unspotted from the World
Introduction
1. Worldliness is one of the greatest problems facing the Lord’s church 

today. No topic is of greater importance.
2. Many have quit preaching on such topics as worldliness and some have 

actually begun to defend what the Bible specifically condemns as sinful 
(such as homosexuality). Notice Paul’s warning in 1 Corinthians 6:9-11:
a. “Know ye not that the _____________ shall not inherit 

the kingdom of God? Be not ___________________: 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor ef-
feminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor ex-
tortioners, shall ___________________________ the 
__________________________ of God.”

b. James 1:27—“Pure religion and undefiled before God . . . is this . . . 
to keep himself unspotted from the  ______________________ .”

3. Let us study worldliness that we may remain unspotted from it.

Discussion:
I. Understanding Worldliness

A. Thayer defines worldliness like this: “Worldly affairs; the ag-
gregate of things earthly; the whole circle of earthly goods, 
endowments, riches, advantages, pleasures, etc., which although 
hollow and frail and fleeting, stir desire, seduce from God and 
are obstacles to the cause of Christ.”

B. Worldliness is the over emphasis of things of this world. It is the 
sin of being too concerned about material possessions, its pursuits 
and for temporal interests. Virtually all sin is related to worldliness.

C. Why is worldliness such a threat to the church?  _____________
  ___________________________________________________
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D. Included in worldliness would be immorality like drinking, 
drugs, fornication, pornography, scanty dress, dancing, filthy 
talk, etc. But some things are also worldliness that are morally 
right within themselves, such as work, pleasures, recreation, en-
tertainment, television, etc., whenever they occupy more of our 
interest and time than serving God!

E. Worldliness is deceiving! Like many politicians, it promises 
much but really gives very little!
1. That there is some pleasure in sin is undeniable (Heb. 11:25), 

but it is not all it appears to be.
2. Worldly living, to many people, is happiness and the only 

way to enjoy life. They have been deceived!
3. James 1:14-15—“But every man is tempted when he is 

drawn away of his own _______________, and enticed. 
Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth  _________
______________: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
_____________.”

4. Satan entices us with sin. Like a mirage in the desert, world-
liness leads us on until it consumes us.

F. It is important that we recognize the dangers of worldliness!

II. The Christian and His Relationship to the World
A. The Christian must not love the world.

1. List the three things that are in the world (1 John 2:15-17).
  ________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________
2. Is there a contradiction between 1 John 2:15-17 and John 

3:16? _________ Explain:  __________________________
  ________________________________________________
3. Attitude in religion makes a big difference. When we see the 

dangers of worldliness, we will not love it, or be engrossed 
in its pursuits. We will love the truth and righteousness when 
we appreciate the value of them.

4. “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the 
earth” (Col. 3:2).

B. The Christian must not be friendly with the world.
1. James 4:4—“Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know 

ye not that the ______________of the world is 
____________________ with God? Whosoever therefore 
will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.”

2. Friendship comes because of common interests.
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3. Christians are going to have to make up their minds as to 
whose friend they want to be—God’s or the world’s. Too 
many want to throw arms around both and walk down the 
same street.

4. Matthew 6:24—“No man can serve two masters. . . . Ye 
_______ _______________ serve God and mammon.”

5. This does not mean that we cannot have friends who are not 
Christians, but refers to intimate acquaintance with evil.

C. The Christian must not conform to the world.
1. Romans 12:1-2 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 

mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
____________, acceptable unto God, which is your rea-
son able service. And be not __________________ to this 
______________: but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind. . . .”

2. Conforming is to be like the world; to act in harmony with it.
3. Christians are to be different than the world, yet many are 

trying to be like the world! “That ye may be ____________ 
and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst 
of a crooked and _________________ nation, among whom 
ye shine as lights in the __________________” (Phil. 2:15).

4. Many excuses are given for going along with the world:
a. “Everybody is doing it!”
b. “Just doing what feels good!”
c. “Just trying to get along!”
d. “It doesn’t hurt anyone!”
e. “It’s really not so bad!”
f. Situation ethics thinking.

5. List some areas in which the Christian would be different 
from the world. ___________________________________

  ________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________

D. The Christian must keep unspotted from the world.
1. James 1:27
2. How will Christ present the church (Eph. 5:27)? _________
  ________________________________________________
3. If we blemish the church, we will not be a part of the body 

presented to God! The church must exorcise out those 
worldly members and not continue to fellowship them (1 
Cor. 5:6-7, 11).
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4. Just as the lambs that were offered under the law of Moses 
had to be without blemish (Exod. 12:5), so must the Christ-
ian offer himself unto God without worldly blemishes.

E. The care of this world must not get in the Christian’s way.
1. What happens when the cares of this world take over (Matt. 

13:22)? __________________________________________
  ________________________________________________
2. There is great danger in materialism. We must not covet 

after, or trust in riches, but in God and put Him first (1 Tim. 
6:10, 17).

3. 1 Timothy 6:7—“For we brought ___________________ 
into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.”

4. Some, like the Pharaohs with their buried treasure, act like 
they can take their things with them. Money can’t buy a 
home in heaven, and may keep some out!

5. There is nothing wrong with working hard for a living. But 
let’s be careful that we are not too busy making a living that 
we no longer have time to live—to live for God or our fam-
ily!

6. There is nothing wrong with pleasure, entertainment, rec-
reation, etc. unless it gets in our way of serving God. These 
things could be called respectable worldliness.

7. We are pilgrims, just passing through this world. Let’s not 
care so much for it that we lose the desire for heaven.

F. The Christian must live godly in the world.
1. Titus 2:11-12—“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation 

hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodli-
ness and _________________ lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and ________________, in this present world.”

2. Godly living amidst worldliness has never been easy, but 
others have been able to do it, and so can we (Noah, Lot, 
Moses, Joseph)!

3. We must live in the world, but not like the world. It is okay 
for the ship to be in the water, but you can’t let the water 
in the ship. Likewise, we must keep worldliness out of our 
lives. No matter how wicked the world becomes, it can be 
done with God’s help!

III. The World’s Attitude Toward the Christian
A. 1 John 3:13—“Marvel not, brethren, if the world ____________ 

you.” 1 Peter 4:4 says, “Wherein they think it _______________ 
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that ye run not with them in the same excess of riot, speaking 
evil of you.”

B. The Christian will be different from the world. The world will 
not understand. They will hate us and speak evil of us. They will 
think us strange and fanatics.

C. The Christian should expect ridicule, scorn, and mockery. Yet, 
one should not allow such to pressure him into conformity. The 
world will try to pressure us to do as they do, but let us not com-
promise our faith!

IV. True Joy Is in Christianity; Not Worldliness
A. God knows better than we how to best enjoy life. The Bible was 

given not only to get us to heaven, but to teach us how to enjoy 
life, receiving true fulfillment. It was not given to keep us from 
having fun.

B. Contrary to what many think, all fun is not sin! “_____________ 
are they that do his commandments” (Rev. 22:14). See Ecclesias-
tes 8:15; 9:7-10.

C. God’s perspective is better than ours. He knows that sin en-
snares, is insatiable, destroys, and sin is “for a season,” while 
Christianity is enduring.

D. The whole duty of man is to ________ __________ and 
_______________ _________ ________________ (Eccl. 12:13-
14). That is what life is all about! Without Christ people wander 
aimlessly through life, in a void, never knowing why they are 
here and what life is all about.

Conclusion
1. There are only two choices: God or the world. Which have you cho-

sen? “Choose you this day whom ye will serve . . . but as for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord” (Josh. 24:15).

2. Let’s not compromise with worldliness, but rather “reprove” it (Eph. 
5:11).
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Lesson 4

Faithfulness
Introduction
1. Baptism is not the end of Christianity, but the beginning, for one must 

be faithful to be saved eternally in heaven. Paul said, “Therefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in 
vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58).

2. Faithfulness should never be equated with sinless perfection! A Christ-
ian is still human and will make mistakes.

3. Faithfulness to God involves three major areas.

Discussion:
I. Worshiping God

A. As a Christian, I must be faithful in worshiping God.
1. Acts 2:42—“And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ 

doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers.”

2. Ephesians 3:21—“Unto him be glory in the __________ . . .”
3. 1 Peter 2:5—“Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a 

spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
___________, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.”

B. Though not all worship is restricted to it, we are to come together 
in the church to properly worship God (1 Cor. 11:17-18).
1. Hebrews 10:25—“Not _______________________ the as-

sembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is. . . .”
2. To be a faithful Christian, one must attend the services of the 

church. To forsake is to sin!
C. John 4:24—“God is a Spirit: and they that _______________ 

him must worship him in spirit and in  ___________________ .”
1. We cannot worship any way we please, but “must” worship 

in spirit and in truth!
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2. To worship in spirit is to put our heart into our worship sin-
cerely and with meaning (manner of worship).

3. To worship in truth is to worship by God’s standard of 
truth—the word of God (John 17:17).

D. The Lord’s supper
1. Elements (1 Cor. 11:23-26). List the two elements and what 

they each cause us to remember:
a.  ____________________________________________
b.  ____________________________________________

2. Time (Acts 20:7). What day?  It is a weekly observance, done 
every week.

3. Manner (1 Cor. 11:27-29). Worthily or “discerning the 
Lord’s _____________.”
a. We are to take the bread and the cup “in 

______________ of me [Jesus]” (1 Cor. 11:24-25).
b. The Lord’s supper is a memorial of Christ—a commun-

ing with Him. Our minds must be focused upon Jesus 
while we partake of those symbolic emblems.

E. Giving
1. All Christians are to give weekly (1 Cor. 16:2).
2. With purpose (2 Cor. 9:7). What does it mean to give as we 

have purposed in our heart? __________________________
3. How much should we give? (No set amount or percentage).

a. As we have prospered (1 Cor. 16:2)
b. Liberally—Romans 12:8—“He that _______________, 

let him do it with simplicity (liberality). . . .”
c. Sacrificially. The story of the widow’s mites is told in 

Mark 12:41-44. What, to you, is the main point of the 
story?  _______________________________________

  ____________________________________________
4. Willingly (2 Cor. 9:7)
5. Luke 6:38—“__________ , and it shall be given unto you; 

good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and run-
ning over, shall men give into your bosom. . . .”

6. Most of us are so blessed. God gave His Son, and the Son 
His life. Surely we can give generously for them!

F. Preaching and teaching
1. The early church “continued stedfastly in the apostles’  

__________” (Acts 2:42).
2. 2 Timothy 4:2 “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of sea-

son; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.”



Faithfulness    23 

a. The word is to be preached, not the opinions of men—
not a social or political gospel!

b. Notice the negative aspects of preaching: reproving and 
rebuking. Some toes may get stepped on!

c. Jesus and the preachers of the Bible were never afraid 
of rebuking error and telling people what they needed to 
hear (Acts 20:26-27).

3. Manner: Given and received in love.
a. Ephesians 4:15. “But speaking the truth in __________.”
b. Galatians 4:16 “Am I therefore become your _________ 

because I tell you the truth?”
c. Let us not get angry with the preacher, but accept the 

word and make changes where they are needed.
d. This requires paying attention to the lessons.

G. Prayer
1. Offered to God through Christ (John 15:16). “Whatsoever ye 

shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.”
2. Faith (James 1:6). “But let him ask in _______________. . .”
3. According to God’s will (1 John 5:14). “If we ask any thing 

according to his __________________, he heareth us.”
4. We must be in the proper spiritual condition (John 9:31). 

“Now we know that God heareth not _________________: 
but if any man be a worshiper of God and doeth his will, him 
he heareth.”

5. We ought to pray often (1 Thess. 5:17). “Pray without 
________________.”

6. Prayer is not simply pious wishing. God does answer our 
prayers, if we meet His conditions, but He does not always 
answer “yes.” How’s your prayer life?

H. Singing
1. God only authorized vocal music, not instrumental.
2. Though singing is “to the _________________,” we also 

___________ and admonish one another by it (Col. 3:16).
3. What are we to sing (Eph. 5:19)? _____________________
  ________________________________________________
4. Manner of our singing (Eph. 5:19)—“making melody in 

your ________________ to the Lord.” There must be true 
feeling in our singing; not just making beautiful sounds.

I. Remember that worship is showing respect and reverence for 
God. Our attitude should be respectful during the assembly and 



24  Growing in Grace and Knowledge of the Lord

show itself by our dress, thoughts, and actions. Worship is not 
entertainment, but something we do!

II. Moral Purity
A. We live in a world of immorality. Alcohol is the gusto of the 

day; gambling is legalized; prostitution is widespread; premarital 
sex is openly engaged in; lying is justified; homosexuality sup-
ported; etc.

B. The problem is not that Christians live in an immoral world, but 
that we practice and condone such ourselves!

C. Christians are to live morally pure.
1. 1 Timothy 5:22 “Keep thyself  ______________________ .”
2. Titus 2:12 “Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 

worldly _____________, we should live soberly, righteous-
ly, and ______________, in this present world.”

D. Notice the threefold nature of sin (1 John 2:15-17). __________
  ___________________________________________________
  ___________________________________________________
E. Galatians 5:19-21 lists some specific examples of ungodliness. 

Those that commit such things shall not inherit  _____________
  ___________________________________________________ .
F. Sensuality, which is all around us, threatens to destroy our 

purity. We are affronted daily with pornography, filthy talk, sug-
gestive TV shows and commercials, indecent dress, and opportu-
nities to sin. Let us resist these temptations and “abstain from all 
appearance of evil” (1 Thess. 5:22)!

III. Bearing Fruit
A. An apple tree that does not bear fruit is useless. A Christian that 

does not bear fruit is useless and unfaithful! John 15:2 “Every 
branch in me that beareth not ___________ he taketh away. . . .”

B. To bear fruit is to lead others to Christ (2 Tim. 2:2). “And 
the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, 
the same commit thou to _____________ men, who shall be 
___________ to teach others also.” There will also be unfaithful 
Christians that we should help to restore (Gal. 6:1).

C. To bear fruit is to live righteously (Gal. 5:22-23). “But the 
______ of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle-
ness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. . . .”

D. To bear fruit is to be “zealous of good ___________” (Titus 
2:14).
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E. To bear fruit is to be a worker in the church—every joint or part 
must supply (Eph. 4:16). There are many areas of work in the 
church. There is something for all of us. Can we count on you?

F. In Matthew 25:14-30, Jesus tells the Parable of the Talents. The 
point is simple: We must, without fear, use our abilities and op-
portunities to serve God. Judgment will be based upon it (Matt. 
25:31-46)!

Conclusion
1. There are many reasons why Christians become unfaithful. Normally, 

such departures are gradual. Let us constantly be checking to see if 
we are slipping (2 Cor. 13:5). Notice the description of the unfaithful 
Christian (2 Pet. 2:20-22). 

2. When we do sin and become unfaithful, we can be forgiven. To gain 
forgiveness, we must:
a. Repent of the sin (Acts 8:22).
b. Pray for forgiveness (Acts 8:22; 1 John 1:9).
c. If it is a public sin (known by others), it should be confessed 

publicly (Jas. 5:16).
3. From all of this, it is obvious that a Christian can be lost! Revelation 

2:10 “Be thou _______________________ unto death, and I will give 
thee a crown of life.”
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Lesson 5

Whereby When Ye Read
Introduction
1. The Bible is the greatest book which has ever been written. Yet, be-

cause of misunderstanding, many of its professed friends have mis-
used it. We are told, “Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my 
knowledge in the mystery of Christ” (Eph. 3:4).

2. We need to learn how to study the Bible, for understanding does not 
come without diligent study. “Study to shew thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15).

Discussion:
I. Bible Study Is Required by God.

A. God has always required His people to study and know His will.
1. Ezra taught the people in his day as he opened the book of 

God. “So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly 
and gave the sense, and caused them to _________________
_______________ the reading” (Neh. 8:8).

2. Jesus said, “And ye shall _______________ the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free” (John 8:32). In order to know 
the truth, we must study to understand it.

B. Rightly dividing the word is important.
1. The proper respect for the Bible must accompany our study 

of it.
2. We should always study the Bible with the view to obey 

what it teaches.

II. Use of the Word “Study”
A. The word “study” means more than to read casually or infrequently.
B. The word “study” means “to exert oneself, endeavor, give dili-

gence” (Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words).
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C. Bible study is hard work and many are not willing to put the 
proper work into Bible study as to understand the will of the 
Lord. Solomon said that “much study is a weariness of the flesh” 
(Eccl. 12:12).

III. Some Reasons for Studying the Bible.
A. Bible study promotes spiritual growth.

1. We are commanded to “grow in grace, and in the knowledge 
of our Lord . . .” (2 Pet. 3:18). One good way to grow is to 
study the Bible.

2. Peter said, “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the 
word, that ye may ________________ thereby” (1 Pet. 2:2).

B. The Scriptures are profitable.
1. From 2 Timothy 3:16-17, list four things the Scriptures are 

profitable for. _____________________________________
  ________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________
2. By studying and understanding the inspired word of God, we 

have within it “all things that pertain unto life and godliness . . .” 
(2 Pet. 1:3).

C. To be approved of God and to rightly divide the word.
1. God has told us to study, and if we expect to be able to di-

vide the word of God properly, we will have to study.
2. Memorize 2 Timothy 2:15.

D. Study will equip us to recognize false doctrine.
1. There are many false teachers in the religious world and each 

of us is responsible for studying to know whether the truth is 
being taught.

2. False doctrines are being taught by using the Bible, even as 
in the case of the devil quoting Scripture (Matt. 4:6).

3. 1 John 4:1 “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spir-
its whether they are of God: because many ____________ 
prophets are gone out into the world.”

4. Why did Luke say those of Berea were more noble than 
those in Thessalonica (Acts 17:11)? ___________________

  ________________________________________________
E. We will be judged by the word of God.

1. The Bible teaches that we will be judged by the words of 
Christ in the gospel.

2. John 12:48; Romans 2:16
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3. Since we will be called on to give account and to be judged 
by the Bible, doesn’t it seem reasonable that we should read 
and study in order to understand it?

IV. Why People Fail to Study.
A. Just too busy.

1. Speed is the order of the day and one of the tragedies of our 
society is that of being too busy to study the Bible.

2. Most people find the time to read what they want to such as 
newspapers, magazines, and books of various kinds.

3. We need to be “_______________ the time, because the 
days are evil” (Eph. 5:16).

B. Don’t like to study.
1. One has to develop a desire for Bible study, just as a musi-

cian has to develop a desire and appreciation for music. The 
artist has to learn to have appreciation for art. We have to 
learn to appreciate good food.

2. We need to appreciate the great value of knowing the word 
of God (Psa. 19:7-11).

C. Don’t know how to study.
1. We can learn how to study and understand the Bible (Eph. 

5:17).
2. This is one reason that this kind of material is needed.

V. Some Rules to Observe When You Read the Scriptures.
A. Consider who is speaking.

1. The Bible is from God, but even the devil has some speeches 
in it.

2. God told Adam and Eve not to eat of the tree of knowledge 
of good and evil, “for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou 
shalt surely die” (Gen. 2:16-17). Who said, “Ye shall not 
surely die” (Gen. 3:4)? _____________________________

3. Job 2:9. Should we curse God and die? ________________
4. Matthew 11:19. Was Jesus a gluttonous man and a winebib-

ber?  ____________________________________________
B. Understand who is being spoken to.

1. Sometimes God speaks to the man, the woman, Jews, 
Gentiles, the church, the individual Christian, the apostles, 
elders, husbands, wives, and the like.

2. A lot of people take the passage in John 16:13, where Jesus 
promised the baptism of the Holy Spirit to the apostles, and 
try to apply it to all people!
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C. Learn what the writer was trying to accomplish.
1. What was Paul trying to get across when he said, “I thank 

God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius” (1 
Cor. 1:14)? _______________________________________

  ________________________________________________
2. Was Paul opposed to baptism?  _______________________

D. Study the setting of a passage.
1. A passage must not be taken out of its context. It has been 

said, “A text without a context is a mere pretext.”
2. Sometimes a context may be a verse, paragraph, chapter, or 

even a whole book.
3. Example: Read John 6:44-45 and Romans 10:13-17 and ap-

ply this rule.
E. Read and study everything God has said on a given subject.

1. A partial view is dangerous. Most religious error is taught by 
using part of what God has said.

2. Psalm 119:160 “Thy word is true from the beginning: and 
______________ one of thy righteous judgments endureth 
forever.” The American Standard Version says, “The sum of 
thy word is truth.”

3. Some read Romans 5:1 and conclude that we are saved by 
faith only. When studying the subject of faith, we need to 
read all God has said about faith.

F. Respect the silence of the Scriptures.
1. Where God has not spoken, we have no right to act or speak.
2. 2 John 9
3. Hebrews 7:14
4. We must learn to only do what the Bible says, and be silent 

when the Bible is silent (1 Pet. 4:11).
G. Recognize figurative language.

1. The use of figurative language is the process of “expressing 
one thing in terms normally denoting another with which it 
may be regarded as analogous” (Webster).

2. We must interpret figurative passages figuratively, and literal 
passages literally. 

3. The book of Revelation is filled with figurative language. 
Read Revelation 5:8 to see an example of figurative language.

H. Study with the desire to obey. 
1. Jesus said, “If any man will ________ his will, he shall 

know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I 
speak of myself” (John 7:17).
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2. When our hearts are prepared to do God’s word, Bible study 
will not be in vain.

I. Know the proper divisions of the Bible.
1. Some try to read and do whatever the Bible says, regardless 

of where it falls open!
2. We must know the three dispensations and how to apply pas-

sages in each (Patriarchal, Law of Moses, Gospel).
3. Refer to the chart below as you study the word of God.

Conclusion
1. When you read the Bible, read it realizing it is the word of God.
2. 1 Thessalonians 2:13
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Lesson 6

Meeting Our 
Responsibilities

Introduction
1. “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep 

his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall 
bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing whether it be 
good, or whether it be evil” (Eccl. 12:13-14).

2. Christians are in a state of being responsible. We are answerable or 
accountable for things within our power or control.

3. We must never be guilty of looking lightly upon our responsibilities.
a. We must consider seriously what the Bible teaches on this subject.
b. “So then every one of us shall give ___________ of himself to 

God” (Rom. 14:12).
4. Our objective in this lesson is to become better acquainted with our 

responsibilities. Once we learn what our responsibilities involve, let 
us be sure we meet them!

Discussion:
I. Responsibilities to God

A. We all stand answerable or accountable to God (Rom. 14:12).
B. “For we must all stand before the judgment seat of Christ; that 

every one may receive the things done in his body, according to 
that he hath done, whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10).

C. In what ways is man responsible to God?
1. Know God.

a. “That I may ________________ him, and the power of 
his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, be-
ing made conformable unto his death” (Phil. 3:10).

b. What did Ezekiel want the house of Israel to know 
(Ezek. 39:22)? _________________________________
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c. What does it mean to “know” God?  _______________
  ____________________________________________

2. Fear God.
a. Ecclesiastes 12:13-14
b. “In every nation he that _______________ him, and wor-

keth righteousness, is accepted with him” (Acts 10:35).
c. How does one serve God acceptably (Heb. 12:28)? ____
  ____________________________________________
d. Notice the emphasis placed on fearing God (Psa. 147:11; 

96:4; Eccl. 8:12; Phil. 2:12; Rev. 14:7).
3. Keep His commandments.

a. Ecclesiastes 12:13-14
b. What will a person do if he loves God (John 14:15, 23)?
  ____________________________________________
c. Luke 6:46; Matthew 7:21
d. “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that 

they may have right to the tree of life and may enter in 
through the gates into the city” (Rev. 22:14).

4. Love God.
a. What was the occasion when Jesus said, “Thou shalt 

love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great 
commandment” (Matt. 22:37-38)?  ________________

  ____________________________________________
b. We love God because He first loved us.

(1) John 3:16
(2) Romans 5:8

c. The magnitude of God’s love was manifested in the 
sending of His Son. How can we manifest our love for 
God? ________________________________________

  ____________________________________________
  ____________________________________________
 ____________________________________________
 ____________________________________________

  ____________________________________________

II. Responsibilities to Others
A. Sometimes we fail to understand our responsibilities to others.
B. We must never be self-centered, but must consider seriously how 

we are accountable to those around us.
C. How are we responsible to others?
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1. Teaching others the truth is the greatest work you can do for 
another.
a. 2 Timothy 2:2
b. Hebrews 5:12-14
c. We have the responsibility to teach others how to 

“come” to Jesus (Matt. 11:28-30).
d. Name some Bible teachers of the first century. _______
  ____________________________________________

2. Love others.
a. 1 John 4:7-11
b. What is the second commandment (Matt. 22:39)? _____
  ____________________________________________
c. “This is my commandment, that ye __________ one 

another, as I have loved you. Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his __________ for his 
friends” (John 15:12).

d. Love is not just an impulse from the feelings. Love seeks 
the welfare of all and works no ill to any. Love also 
seeks opportunity to do good.

3. Restore those who have fallen.
a. Galatians 6:1

(1) Who is charged with restoring the fallen?  ________
 _________________________________________

  _________________________________________
(2) The fallen must be restored with the spirit of meek-

ness.
b. There is a great need in the church today for the spiritual 

to restore those overtaken in faults.
c. Those who have fallen away stand in great danger (2 Pet. 

2:21-22).
d. The fallen must be taught the truth and their responsibil-

ity to God.
4. Visit and care for others.

a. Matthew 25:41-46
b. How does James define pure and undefiled religion (Jas. 

1:27)? _______________________________________
  ____________________________________________
c. Christians should always be considerate of the needs of others.
d. Be prepared to suggest some ways we can care for others.
e. Why is it that we sometimes fail in this area?  ________
  ____________________________________________
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5. Encourage others.
a. Hebrews 10:25; 3:13
b. The word “encourage” means to inspire with courage or 

confidence.
c. Brethren often become weary in well doing because of 

the lack of encouragement.
6. Practice hospitality towards others.

a. Paul told Christians to practice hospitality (Rom. 12:13).
b. 1 Peter 4:9; Hebrews 13:1-2
c. Hospitality is sadly missing in the lives of too many 

Christians!
d. We should exercise hospitality:

(1) With regularity.
(2) One to another.
(3) Without murmuring.
(4) Not for recompense.

e. How may we improve on this point?  _______________
  ____________________________________________

7. Withdraw from others.
a. One way the Lord has of keeping the church pure is to 

“purge out the old ____________________________” 
(1 Cor. 5:7). Read 1 Corinthians 5:1-7.

b. The Bible teaches us to “________________ yourselves 
from every brother that walketh disorderly” (2 Thess. 3:6).

c. One purpose of withdrawing from the disorderly is to 
make him ashamed of his conduct (2 Thess. 4:14).

III. Responsibilities to Self
A. The Bible places a number of responsibilities upon the individual self.
B. Let’s take a look at some responsibilities the Lord has placed upon 

the Christian as he grows in grace and knowledge of the Lord.
1. Take heed to self.

a. 1 Timothy 4:16—“Take heed unto _______________, 
and unto the doctrine; continue in them...”

b. Keeping one’s self right in the doctrine is of vital importance.
2. Examine self.

a. 2 Corinthians 13:5—“Examine ______________, 
whether ye be in the faith. . . .”

b. We need to constantly be looking in the mirror of God’s 
word to see what changes we need to make (Jas. 1:22-25).

c. A good time for some self-examination is while partak-
ing of the Lord’s supper (1 Cor. 11:28).
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3. Keep self pure.
a. 1 Timothy 5:22—“Keep thyself  __________________ .”
b. No one can do this for us. We have to work on this as 

individuals.
4. Save self.

a. 1 Timothy 4:16—“Take heed unto thyself, and unto the 
doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this, thou shalt 
both  ____________ thyself and them that hear thee.”

b. As those in Acts 2:40 were admonished, “Save your-
selves from this untoward generation,” so must we 
“work out our own salvation” (Phil. 2:12).

c. We save ourselves simply by doing the things the Lord 
has required that we do.

Conclusion
1. How well one meets his responsibilities to God, others, and self will 

determine where eternity will be spent.
2. Let us encourage you to begin to accept your responsibilities to be 

pleasing to God.
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Lesson 7

The Family
Introduction
1. The family, as most of us know it, has been referred to as “an endan-

gered species!”
2. There was a time when the family and the home was the rule, but to 

many that rule is rapidly becoming an exception.
a. There is no doubt that the family is under attack.
b. A failure to consider seriously what the Bible teaches on this 

subject has caused the family to be in real trouble.

Discussion:
I. As the Family Goes So Goes the Nation.

A. Psalm 33:12—“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord. . . .”
B. Proverbs 14:34—“Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a 

reproach to any people.”
C. Will Durant said, “The family is the nucleus of civilization.” 
D. “The strength of a nation is derived from the integrity of its 

homes” (Confucius).
E. Remember the old saying, “The hand that rocks the cradle rules 

the world.”

II. Marriage and the Home Are Ordained and Regulated by God.
A. Soon after the first man was created, God saw that he was alone 

and created for him an “help meet” (Gen. 2:18).
1. God put Adam to sleep, with divine anesthetic, and per-

formed the first surgery, by taking one of his ribs, and made 
a woman for the man (Gen. 2:21-25).

2. This woman became the wife of Adam and they were one 
flesh (Gen. 2:24).
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B. The apostle to the Hebrews said, “Marriage is _______________ 
in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers 
God will judge” (Heb. 13:4).

C. Solomon said, “Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, and 
obtaineth favour of the ___________________” (Prov. 18:22).

III. The Purpose of Marriage
A. Not all marry for the right reasons. Some marry:

1. Just to get away from home.
2. For spite, pity, and adventure.
3. For physical attraction.
4. For economic security.
5. To escape loneliness.
6. For social prestige.

B. When couples marry for the wrong reasons, those marriages usu-
ally will not last.

C. The divine purpose for marriage.
1. To meet the needs of man.

a. Marriage and the family provide the atmosphere in 
which man and woman can be complete and fulfilled.

b. 1 Corinthians 11:11. “Nevertheless neither is the ______ 
without the _____________, neither the woman without 
the man, in the Lord.”

2. For propagating and nurturing the human family.
a. Genesis 1:28
b. Ephesians 6:1-4

3. To keep the human race morally pure.
a. Paul said, “Nevertheless, to avoid _________________, 

let every man have his own wife, and let every woman 
have her own husband” (1 Cor. 7:2).

b. Hebrews 13:4

IV. Marriage Is for Life.
A. With the divorce rate increasing, we need to learn that the Bible 

teaches that marriage is for life (Rom. 7:1-4).
B. There are only two reasons which will allow one to be married 

more than once.
1. At the death of one’s companion (Rom. 7:1-4; 1 Cor. 7:39-40).
2. The innocent party has the right to remarry when a compan-

ion commits  ___________________________  (Matt. 19:9).
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V. The Mutual Responsibilities in Marriage.
A. Marriage is not a one-sided arrangement. In marriage, both hus-

bands and wives share responsibility and must mutually accept 
responsibilities involved in the relationship.
1. Ephesians 5:33—“Nevertheless let every one of you in par-

ticular so ______________ his wife even as himself; and 
the wife see that she ___________________ her husband.”

2. A failure to realize that husbands and wives have many 
mutual responsibilities in the home has been the cause of 
many marriage failures.

B. Let’s notice some of these mutual responsibilities.
1. Companionship.

a. Genesis 2:18 teaches that it is not good for a man to be 
_________________.

b. Companionship is sadly missing in many marriages, 
with the husband going one way and the wife another.

2. Love.
a. Read Ephesians 5:25-33 and Titus 2:4.
b. The happy home is undergirded with love as described 

by Paul in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8.
3. Satisfying desires.

a. Marriage is God’s provision for the satisfying of the 
sexual desires placed within man (Heb. 13:4).

b. Carefully read and study 1 Corinthians 7:1-5.
c. Many marriages end in divorce because one party does 

not respect the rights of the other in this area.
4. Faithfulness.

a. 1 Corinthians 7:2—“Nevertheless, to 
_______________fornication, let every man have his 
own wife, and let every woman have her own hus-
band.”

b. Fornication and adultery are sinful (Gal. 5:19-20).
c. This not only applies to wives, but is a mutual responsi-

bility.
C. Some responsibilities of wives and mothers.

1. Let’s take a look at some responsibilities often overlooked:
a. The place of the wife is not that of noisy prominence or 

display.
(1) Notice: “Likewise, ye _________, be in _________ 

to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, 
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they also may without the word be won by the con-
versation of the wives” (1 Pet. 3:1).

(2) Read Ephesians 5:22-24, Colossians 3:18, and 1 Tim-
othy 2:12. These passages point out that the woman 
is to be in subjection to the man and must not usurp 
authority over him.

b. To be the mother. Simply being a female parent does not 
make one a real mother in the Lord’s eyes. Notice the 
importance of childbearing (1 Tim. 2:15; 5:14; 2 Tim. 
1:5) and the influence of the mother. One of the things 
which is wrong with many young people today is that 
they never had mothers in the true sense of the word. 
They have grown up in homes where there were no 
keepers (Titus 2:5).

2. Wives and mothers have important roles for which they are 
accountable to God.

D. Some responsibilities of husbands and fathers.
1. Husbands must be faithful to discharge their duties in every 

situation of life.
a. God made the man to head up the family (Eph. 5:23-25). 

This is a position of leadership.
b. Read 1 Corinthians 11:3.

2. To be the father. When a man becomes a father, he takes on 
many added responsibilities. He must guide, direct, and train 
the children (Eph. 6:4; Prov. 22:6).
a. Discipline is essential in the family (Prov. 13:24; 19:18; 

29:15-17).
b. Child training must begin when the child is born!

VI. The Children in the Family
A. Children have responsibility in the family, as well as their 

parents. Let’s take a look to see what the Bible says about the 
responsibility of young people in the family.
1. Obey your parents. “Children ________________ your par-

ents in the Lord: for this is right. ______________________ 
thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with 
promise” (Eph. 6:1-2). Honor involves love and reverence.
a. Jesus obeyed His parents (Luke 2:51-53).
b. Notice the context of “disobedient to parents” (Rom. 

1:30). Read Proverbs 17:25 and Proverbs 15:20.
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2. Learn to work. Lamentations 3:27 says, “It is good for a man 
that he bear the yoke in his _____________________.” Young 
people must be taught to work to provide for themselves and 
even their parents if necessary (Eph. 4:28; 1 Tim. 5:4).

B. As a child, are you filling your role in the family?

Conclusion
1. We need to find our place in the family.
2. Each person must learn to accept responsibility in the family.
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Lesson 8

Ye Do Err, Not Knowing the 
Scriptures (Part 1)

Introduction
1. If we were to take a religious survey, we would quickly see that many 

people have a lot of wrong impressions about what the Bible teaches 
on various subjects.

2. Matthew 22:29—“Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not 
knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.”
a. Religious error is nothing new.
b. Even religious leaders can be wrong! Jesus here was addressing 

the Sadducees, and elsewhere condemned other religious teachers.
3. To recognize error we must, “_________________ to shew thyself 

approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
__________________ dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). The 
Bible is the standard of truth (2 Tim. 3:16-17).

4. Let us briefly take a look at several common religious errors.

Discussion:
I. Children Are Born Sinners.

A. Some people believe that sins are passed from parents to children, 
so that children are born sinners in need of baptism. This is some-
times referred to as inherited depravity, Adamic or original sin.

B. Children are safe in God’s sight; not sinners. Matthew 19:14 
—“But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Suffer little 
____________________ to come unto me, and forbid them not: 
for of such is the _________________________ of God.”

C. Read Ezekiel 18:19-20. Does a child inherit his parents’ sin? 
  ___________________________________________________
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D. The Scriptures teach that every person is responsible for his own 
conduct (Ezek. 18:20; Col. 3:25).

E. Baptism is for consenting persons that understand that it is done 
to wash away their sins.
1. Mark 16:16—“He that ___________ and is ____________ 

shall be saved. . . .”
2. 1 Peter 3:21—“The like figure whereunto even baptism doth 

also now __________ us (not the putting away of the filth of 
the flesh, but the ____________________ of a good con-
science toward God) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”

3. When an infant is “baptized,” does he believe and is it be-
cause his conscience is answering God?  _______________

F. I read of men and women being baptized (Acts 8:12), but never 
children!

II. Predestination
A. Predestination is the idea that God chose certain ones to be lost 

or saved, without involving their choice.
B. The Bible teaches that salvation is available to all!

1. Revelation 22:17—“And whosoever ___________, let him 
take the water of life freely.”

2. John 3:16—“For God so loved the __________, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that _________________________ 
believeth in him should not perish; but have everlasting life.”

3. Acts 10:34-35—“Of a truth I perceive that __________ is no 
respecter of persons: but in every nation he that feareth him, 
and worketh righteousness, is _______________ with him.”

C. Jesus died that all could be saved. Hebrews 2:9—“He . . . should 
taste death for _____________ man.”

D. Salvation is based on our choosing to serve God; not His choos-
ing us! God wants all men to be saved (1 Tim. 2:3-4).

III. The Direct Operation of the Holy Ghost
A. Many misunderstand the way the Holy Spirit works today. Some 

expect the Spirit to come into their hearts and overwhelm them 
directly, apart from the Bible.

B. The Bible teaches us that the Spirit works only through the word 
of God.
1. Ephesians 6:17—“And take the helmet of salvation, and the 

_____________ of the Spirit, which is the ___________ of God.”
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2. 1 Timothy 4:1—“Now the _______________ speaketh ex-
pressly. . . .” That is, He speaks in the words that are written 
following this.

C. Ephesians 3:3-6. Let’s turn and read together. This shows the 
Spirit working to reveal the word of God by inspiring the apost-
les and prophets.

D. God calls people only through the ______________ (2 Thess. 
2:14). To expect or pray for some mystical experience, “Better 
felt than told,” is to misunderstand the way the Spirit and God 
work today.

E. As a person believes and obeys the word of God, the Spirit leads 
and dwells within him.

IV. Once Saved, Always Saved
A. Sometimes called the impossibility of apostasy, this doctrine 

holds that one cannot lose his salvation. No matter what you do 
or how you live, heaven will be yours.

B. The Bible teaches one can be lost eternally after being saved!
1. Galatians 5:4—“Christ is become of no effect unto you . . . 

ye are _______________ from  _____________________ .”
2. John 15:6—“If a man abide not in me, he is __________ 

forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and 
cast them into the ___________ and they are burned.”

C. It is not a question of God’s faithfulness, but whether 
we are faithful unto God. Revelation 2:10— “Be thou 
______________ unto death, and I will give thee a crown of 
_________________.” The promise of heaven is conditional.

D. Hebrews 3:12 “Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you 
an _____________ heart of unbelief, in ___________ ________ 
from the living God.”

V. Instrumental Music in Worship
A. Most churches use a piano or organ in their worship unto God. 

The Bible teaches that musical instruments are not acceptable 
unto God in worship.

B. Our worship is determined by the New Testament. We can only 
know how to worship acceptably by its teachings. Matthew 15:9 
“But in _______________ they do worship me, teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of ___________________.”

C. There are only two kinds of music: vocal (singing) and instrumental.
1. From the following passages, which kind has God com-

manded?  ________________________________________
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2. Ephesians 5:19—“Speaking to yourselves in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, _____________________ and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord.”

3. Hebrews 2:12—“In the midst of the church will I sing praise 
unto thee.”

D. When God specifies a way or kind, to obey Him is to do only 
what He says!
1. When God told Noah to build an ark out of gopher wood, 

that commanding of a certain kind of wood automatically 
eliminated all others from being used in the construction of 
the ark.

2. The specifying of bread and grape juice for the communion 
eliminates other kinds of food to be used for it.

3. 2 John 9—“Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the 
doctrine of Christ, hath not God. . . .”

4. When God specified the kind of music He wanted in wor-
ship (singing) that meant that is all He wanted—eliminating 
instrumental music.

E. There is no Scriptural authority to use mechanical instruments in 
our worship. Adding instruments to our worship is adding to the 
word of God and renders our worship vain!

VI. One Church Is as Good as Another.
A. With almost 1200 different religious organizations in North 

America, many people think it makes no difference which one 
you belong to.

B. The Bible teaches it does make a difference!
C. Ephesians 4:4—“There is ____________ body. . . .” The body is 

the same as the church (Col. 1:18).
D. Jesus is the __________________ of the body (Eph. 5:23), or the 

church. If there is only one true body, then is Jesus the Savior of 
all 1200 different religious groups?

E. I wonder if the “one church is as good as another” theory applies 
to religious groups such as:
1. People’s Temple (Jim Jones and the 900 deaths in Guyana)?
2. Children of God (They use sex to lure converts)?
3. Universal Life Church (They have no doctrine—just a tax 

dodge)?
4. Satanic churches?

F. To be the one body of Christ, a church must follow the Bible. 
Any church that does not follow the Bible is not the Lord’s 
church!



Ye Do Err, Not Knowing the Scriptures (Part 1)  45 

Conclusion
1. Let us learn to not just swallow everything we hear some preacher or 

church say, but “try the spirits whether they are of God, because many 
false prophets are gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1).

2. If we follow religious error, we will be lost by disobeying God!
3. Let us be continually checking our beliefs by the word of God to make 

sure they are right and to keep error out.
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Lesson 9

Ye Do Err, Not Knowing the 
Scriptures (Part 2)

Introduction
1. If we were to take a religious survey, we would quickly see that many 

people have a lot of wrong impressions about what the Bible teaches 
on various subjects.

2. Matthew 22:29—“Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not 
knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.”
a. Religious error is nothing new.
b. Even religious leaders can be wrong! Jesus here was addressing 

the Sadducees, and elsewhere condemned other religious teachers.
3. To recognize error we must, “_________________ to shew thyself 

approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
__________________ dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). The 
Bible is the standard of truth (2 Tim. 3:16-17).

4. Let us continue to look at some common religious errors.

Discussion:
I. Different Religious Names Are of No Consequence.

A. There are hundreds of different names used to refer to various 
churches and their members. To most people the names make no 
difference.

B. List some popular church names:  ________________________
  ___________________________________________________
  ___________________________________________________
C. The Lord’s church and His people will only wear a name found 

in the Bible expressing Christ’s ownership.
1. Romans 16:16—“The churches of ___________________ 

salute you.”
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2. Acts 11:26—“And the disciples were called _____________ 
first in Antioch.”

D. Let’s turn and read 1 Corinthians 1:1-13. Paul is condemning 
them for wearing man-made names instead of Christ’s name.

E. If we are going to “speak as the oracles of God,” we must use 
only Bible names for the church. It does make a difference.

II. Premillennialism
A. Premillennialism has a variety of different points to it. Basically, 

it is the belief that Christ’s return is near. He will come back to 
earth to defeat Satan in the battle of Armageddon, thus ending 
the great tribulation that has afflicted the world. He will then set 
up God’s kingdom on earth, where He will rule for 1000 years in 
a utopian society.

B. Premillennialism is mistaken about the kingdom of God.
1. The kingdom is not future, but already in existence!
2. Colossians 1:13—“Who hath delivered us from the power of 

darkness and hath translated us into the _______________ of 
his dear Son.” (Referring in present tense to those who have 
obeyed the gospel.)

3. Revelation 1:9—“I, John, who also am . . . in the ________.” 
How could he have been in it if Christ will establish it when 
He comes the second time?

4. The kingdom is the church which Christ has already set up 
(Mark 9:1; Acts 2:47).

C. Premillennialism is mistaken about the second coming of Christ.
1. Does anyone know when Christ will come again (Mark 

13:32)? __________________________________________
2. His coming will be as a _____________ in the night (2 Pet. 

3:10). The supposed signs of His coming that are being 
preached today refer to the destruction of the temple of Jeru-
salem (Matt. 24).

3. When Christ comes again, what will happen to the earth (2 
Pet. 3:10)? _______________________________________

  ________________________________________________
 How can He set up a kingdom on the earth, if it’s destroyed? 
4. When Christ comes again, judgment will take place and all 

will either go to heaven or hell (Matt. 25:31; 2 Thess. 2:7-10).
D. Premillennialism tries to make the book of Revelation literal, when 

it was written in symbolic language about events taking place then, 
at the time of writing, at the close of the first century (Rev. 1:1).

E. Premillennialism is simply not taught in the Bible!
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III. Miracles and Spiritual Gifts
A. Some believe that God is still working miracles (tongue speak-

ing, healing, etc.) as He did in Bible days.
B. Purpose of miracles.

1. Apostles’ miracles: to reveal and confirm the word they 
preached.
a. Let’s read together Mark 16:14-20 and Hebrews 2:3-4.
b. The miracles were their “badges of authority” to show that 

they were truly inspired of God and preaching the truth.
2. Spiritual gifts: to guide the church.

a. 1 Corinthians 14:12—“Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are 
zealous of spiritual ____________, seek that ye may 
excel to the ____________ of the church.”

b. Given only by laying on of the apostles’ hands (Acts 
8:14-18).

C. Miracles were only temporary—until the completion of the writ-
ten word.
1. 1 Corinthians 13:8-10 (Let’s look at it together).
2. The “perfect” does not refer to Christ (Christ is a “He” not a 

“that”), but the completed, revealed knowledge of God—the 
Bible.

3. James 1:25—“But whoso looketh into the _______________ 
law of liberty. . . .”

4. Psalm 19:7—“The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the 
soul. . . .”

D. In Bible days, the word of God was in parts—different men 
inspired to know and preach the truth. Miracles were needed 
to guide the early church until the Bible could be completed. 
Truth could not be established by looking it up in the Bible, for 
it wasn’t written yet. When it was completed, at the close of the 
first century, miracles ceased for their purpose had been served 
and taken over by the Bible.

E. God does still heal and work today! He does so through natural 
means, however, not miraculous means.

IV. Observing Special Religious Holidays
A. Many churches have special services at Christmas and Easter, 

and some on other occasions.
B. The church worships only as instructed by Christ (Matt. 15:9). 

The worship consists of communion and giving done weekly 
on Sunday, accompanied by teaching, prayer, and singing (Acts 
20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2). Every Sunday is the same in this regard.
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C. We have no authority to observe Christmas (a Catholic tradition) 
as the birthday of Christ. We don’t even know when Christ was 
born.

D. The life, death, and resurrection of Christ is observed every week 
by the taking of the Lord’s supper (1 Cor. 11:22), not just once a 
year on Easter.

E. In observing these religious days, most churches include activi-
ties that are not even mentioned in the Bible as acts of worship.

F. Galatians 4:10-11—“Ye observe days, and months, and times, 
and years. I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you 
labour in _______________________.”

V. Use of Religious Titles
A. Most churches have a special title that is given to their preacher, 

such as pastor, reverend, bishop, father, etc.
B. The terms “bishop” and “pastor” refer to elders in the church, not 

preachers. 
1. 1 Peter 5:1-2 (Let’s turn and read this together).
2. “Feed the flock” means to shepherd or pastor it—that’s an 

elder’s job!
3. “Taking the oversight” means to oversee or bishop—an 

elder’s job!
C. The term “reverend” is found only one time in the Bible. Whose 

name is reverend (Psa. 111:9)?  __________________________
 This term is never used of preachers.
D. Read Matthew 23:8-10. In verse 9, we are not to call any man 

________________ (in a religious sense). There is to be no 
“clergy-laity” distinction.

E. Job 32:21-22—“Let me not, I pray you, accept any man’s per-
son, neither let me give flattering titles unto man. For I know not 
to give flattering titles; in so doing my maker would soon take 
me away.”

VI. Baptism Is Not Essential to Being Saved.
A. Though most all churches practice some form of baptism, most 

of them do not believe or teach that baptism is necessary to be 
saved. To many, salvation comes at the point of faith. Baptism 
is just to show others God has already saved you—“an outward 
sign of an inward grace.”

B. The Bible teaches that baptism is essential to salvation as one of 
the steps of obedience, done in order to have our sins forgiven.
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C. Read these passages to see what baptism helps to accomplish.
1. Mark 16:16—“shall be _____________________________”
2. Galatians 3:27—“baptized into _______________________”
3. 1 Peter 3:21—“baptism doth also now  _______________us”
4. Acts 22:16—“wash away thy  ________________________”

D. Baptism is only one step in the plan of salvation, but it is the 
culminating step of faith at which point our sins are forgiven, we 
get into Christ, and we are saved and added to the church.

E. Let’s turn and read Romans 6:3-6, 17-18 to see the importance of 
baptism.

F. This is why baptism by other churches is not valid. One must 
fully understand what they are doing to be baptized properly.

Conclusion
1. Let us learn not to just swallow everything we hear some preacher or 

church say, but “try the spirits whether they are of God, because many 
false prophets are gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1).

2. If we follow religious error, we will be lost by disobeying God!
3. Let us be continually checking our beliefs by the word of God to make 

sure they are right and to keep error out.
4. Knowing of religious error will not only keep us out of it, but will help 

us to be able to teach the truth to those who are in such error in order 
to save them!
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Lesson 10

As He Thinketh in His Heart
Introduction
1. Solomon said, “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he” (Prov. 23:7). 

This passage has to do with attitude.
2. Walter Scott, of Northwestern University, said, “Success or failure 

in any undertaking is caused more by mental attitude than by mental 
capacity.”

3. Attitude is the reflection of a person. Attitude reflects what is on the 
inside of a person.

Discussion:
I. The Importance of Attitude

A. Our attitude toward life determines life’s attitude toward us.
1. If you have a poor attitude toward learning, you will not 

learn.
2. If you have a bad attitude toward others, they will most 

likely have a bad attitude toward you.
3. What we achieve in life, or fail to achieve, is largely due to 

our attitude.
4. If you think you can’t, you won’t. If you think you can, you 

will!
B. The proper attitude is needed among Christians.

II. Developing a Good Attitude
A. Before metal can be cast into a desired shape, the mold must first 

be fashioned.
B. The foundation of a building must be laid before the building can 

be built.
C. Ways which will help us develop a good attitude.

1. Develop a good attitude toward yourself. One who has a bad at-
titude toward life and others, has a poor attitude toward himself.
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2. Expect more good than bad from life. Some just sit around 
waiting for something bad to happen! Most people do not 
expect things to work out and they usually don’t!

3. Make a list of reasons why you can grow and be strong in 
the Lord. 

4. Associate with others who have good attitudes.
D. Remember: One does not have a good attitude because of his po-

sition in life; he has a good position in life because he has a good 
attitude!

III. Proper Attitude Toward Goals in Life
A. It has been said, “If we aim at nothing, we usually hit it.”
B. The secret to any success is having some goals in life.

1. All of us have read of success stories of those who have 
overcome handicaps to become successful in life.

2. The key: They had a goal!
C. It has been quoted many times, “What the mind of man can con-

ceive and believe—it can achieve.”
D. It has been estimated that less than 5% of all people are working 

toward a goal. To be without a goal in life would be like a ship 
without a rudder. A ship is not likely to drift into a narrow harbor 
without a rudder. A ship’s captain may not be able to see his 
destination 99% of the way, but he knows where he is going!

IV. Decide on One Main Goal
A. Decide, now that you are a Christian, to go to heaven.

1. Write your main goal in life on a card, carry it with you, look 
at it every day. Think about it often.

2. We become what we think (Prov. 23:7).
3. We are the sum total of our thoughts.

B. The advantage of setting your goal in life.
1. Helps you know why you get up in the morning.
2. Motivates you to do right.
3. Makes life meaningful. Many commit suicide, for life has no 

meaning for them.

V. Some Areas in Which We Need to Develop Good Attitudes.
A. Attitude toward life itself.

1. Peter said, “For he that will love _________, and see good 
days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that 
they speak no guile” (1 Pet. 3:10). We must learn to love 
life.
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2. We are taught to choose life. It is written in Deuteronomy 
30:19, “I call heaven and earth to record this day against 
you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and 
cursing: therefore choose _________________, that both 
thou and thy seed may live.” We need to be thankful that we 
are alive, and have some things to live for.

3. Some good attitudes toward life
a. Life is the gift of God. God gave man life in the very 

beginning. “And the Lord God formed man of the 
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
_______________ of ______________: and man be-
came a living soul” (Gen. 2:7). Man is important.

b. We are made in the image of God. “And God said, Let 
us make man in our _________________ . . . . So God 
created man in his own image, in the image of God cre-
ated he him; male and female created he them” (Gen. 
1:26-27). 

c. Realize that life is the target of the devil. It is the busi-
ness of the devil to destroy the work of God. Satan made 
his appearance in the garden of Eden (Gen. 3) and is still 
at work. Peter said, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your 
________________ the devil as a roaring lion, walketh 
about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8).

d. Life is a period of choices. You will have to make many 
decisions while you live. We are free moral agents; thus, 
no one forces us to make the right decisions. It is like 
Joshua of old said, “Choose ________________ this day 
whom ye will serve. . .” (Josh. 24:15). 

e. Life is brief. Earth-life is only temporary. James said 
that life is “a ______________, that appeareth for a little 
time, and then vanisheth away” (Jas. 4:14).

B. Attitude toward sin
1. “Sin” is almost a forgotten word in our society today. Sin 

is still sin. Many seem to think that everyone has so much 
sinning to do in their lives – so go ahead and sow your wild 
oats!

2. God will not overlook sin in our lives. The Hebrew writer 
said that “every transgression and disobedience received a 
____________ recompense of reward” (Heb. 2:2).

3. Sin separates man from God. Isaiah said, “But your iniqui-
ties have ________________ between you and your God, 
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and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not 
hear” (Isa. 59:2).

4. Sin is deceptive. Sin looks like there is no harm in it. Sin is 
referred to in Hebrews 3:13 as “the ___________________ 
of sin.” Drinking and drugs may look as if they are fine, but 
the final results are bad!

5. Sin has its consequences. The penalty for sin has always 
been death. Paul told the Romans, “For the wages of sin 
is _________________; but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). We will reap as 
we sow (Gal. 6:7).

C. Proper attitude toward work
1. We live in a “give-away society.” Many want something for 

nothing!
2. The Bible teaches that we need to learn to work for the 

things we need. Paul said, “Let him that stole steal no more: 
but rather let him labour ______________ with his hands 
the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that 
needeth” (Eph. 4:28).

3. Read 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 and 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12 
and learn the lesson, “that if any would not work, neither 
should he ________________________.”

D. Attitude toward self
1. How one feels toward himself is important. Many seem to 

have wrong attitudes about themselves.
2. Some think too highly of themselves. Paul said, “For I say, 

through the grace given me, to every man that is among you, 
not to think of himself more _____________ than he ought 
to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt 
to every man the measure of faith” (Rom. 12:3). Read and 
discuss Galatians 6:3 and 2 Corinthians 10:18.

3. Many do not have faith in themselves. We must not be 
as one who exalts himself, but at the same time we must 
have some confidence in ourselves. If you think you can-
not do anything you probably will not! Paul said, “I can do 
_________________ things through Christ which strength-
eneth me” (Phil. 4:13).

4. Self-denial is a hard lesson to learn. Many seem to think that 
they must have everything they want, and that they must 
have it immediately. Jesus said, “If any man will come after 
me, let him deny _____________________, and take up his 
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cross, and follow me” (Matt. 16:24). We must learn to prac-
tice self-control as Paul expressed in 1 Corinthians 9:27.

E. Attitude toward death
1. Death will come to all of us sooner or later. It is written, 

“And as it is appointed unto men once to ____________, but 
after this the judgment” (Heb. 9:27).

2. Death is as common as living. It is a part of God’s plan. 
Death is not the end of things, but can be the beginning. We 
often fear that which we do not understand. Death is the 
separating of the spirit or soul from our bodies (Jas. 2:26).

3. Paul told the Corinthian Christians, “For we know that if 
our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we 
have a building of God, an house not made with hands, 
________________ in the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1).

4. Death will not be as bad as one might think. The most im-
portant thing about dying is to be ready for it. This can be 
accomplished by being a Christian while you live upon the 
earth.

5. Paul had a good attitude toward life and dying. He said, “For 
I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is 
at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
________________ of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, 
but unto all them also that love his appearing” (2 Tim. 4:6-8).

Conclusion
1. Remember: Attitude shows what we have on the inside.
2. We all need to keep our thinking straight, “For as he thinketh in his 

heart, so is he” (Prov. 23:7).
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Lesson 11

I Will Build My Church
Introduction
1. While Jesus was on the earth, He said, “I will build my church” (Matt. 

16:18). This lesson is designed to help us understand all about the 
church that Christ built.

2. With so many different churches existing today, it is important that we 
are not deceived by counterfeit churches.
a. Paul said, “There is ____________ body. . .” (Eph. 4:4). The 

body being the church, there is only one true church!
b. The church that Christ built is not a human institution, but is 

unique and distinctive.
3. The church has no human creed book to follow. Its authority comes 

solely from the word of God. Let’s study what the Bible teaches about 
the unique church that Christ built.

Discussion:
I. The Church: Its Meaning

A. The word “church” means a group or an assembly. It refers to 
that group of people that are saved. (From the Greek: called out 
of the world into Christ).

B. When a person hears the gospel, believes in Jesus, repents of his 
sins, confesses his faith, and is baptized, he is saved.
1. How does one get into the church (Acts 2:47)? __________
  ________________________________________________
2. One must then belong to a local congregation.

C. The term “church” sometimes is used in a universal sense—
meaning all the saved (Matt. 16:18). Sometimes it is used in a 
local sense—meaning a local congregation (1 Cor. 1:2).
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II. The Church: Its Establishment
A. The church was planned by God before the creation of the 

world. In Ephesians 3:10-11, we learn that the church was in the 
_________________ purpose (plan) of God.

B. The Bible prophesies of the coming of the church. Notice these 
predictions about its establishment:
1. Joel 2:28-32—Holy Spirit poured out then
2. Isaiah 2:2-4—All nations shall enter it
3. Isaiah 2:2-4—At Jerusalem
4. Isaiah 2:2-4—During the last days
5. Daniel 2:36-45—During the Roman empire
6. Mark 9:1—During the lifetime of Jesus’ first disciples

C. The church’s establishment is recorded in Acts 2. Let’s turn and 
read some of Acts 2 to see how all these predictions are fulfilled 
there.

D. For the first time the church is spoken of as being in existence 
(Acts 2:47). Always prior to this, in the Bible, it was still future. 
This was around AD 33, shortly after the death and resurrection 
of Jesus.

E. The rest of the book of Acts tells of the spread of the church 
throughout all the world.

III. The Church: Its Name
A. The church is identified in the Bible by various names—all of 

which express the Lord’s ownership.
1. Church of God (1 Cor. 1:2).
2. Kingdom of God (Rom. 14:17).
3. House of God (1 Tim. 3:15).
4. Church of Christ (Rom. 16:16).

B. The members of the church are called by several names:
1. Acts 11:26  ______________________________________
2. 1 Corinthians 1:2 __________________________________
3. Acts 9:1  ________________________________________
4. 1 Corinthians 1:10  ________________________________

C. Any of these names would be appropriate for they show our 
relationship to the Lord and are found in the Bible (1 Pet. 4:11). 
Using man-made names, not in the Bible, would be wrong.

IV. The Church: Its Importance
A. The importance of the church is realized when we understand 

Christ’s relationship to it. Notice the relationship between the 
two mentioned in these passages:
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1. Acts 20:28—The church was purchased with Jesus’  ______ .
2. 1 Corinthians 3:11—Jesus is its  ______________________ .
3. Ephesians 5:23—Jesus is the  ________________________ .
4. Ephesians 5:23—Jesus is the  ________________________ .
5. Ephesians 5:24—The church is  ______________  to Christ.
6. Ephesians 5:25—Christ _____________ the church and gave 

_______________ for it.
7. Ephesians 1:22-23—The church is Jesus’  ______________ .

B. To be in Christ is the same thing as being in the church!

V. The Church: Its Organization
A. In the universal sense, there really is no form of organization 

involved.
B. In the local sense, each church is a complete organization within 

itself. Each church is independent, equal, and self-governing 
(Phil. 1:1). 
1. God ordained that elders (also called bishops or pastors) be 

appointed to oversee the local church (Acts 20:28). These 
men (not one, but a group) simply see that the church fol-
lows Christ’s authority. They make no laws.

2. Each church is to have its own eldership (Acts 14:23), that 
oversees its own work, and none other (1 Pet. 5:2).

C. This congregational form of government is the only kind you 
read about in the Bible! There is no larger grouping of church-
es. No church, man, or men are over some other church. The 
preacher is simply a public teacher, not a ruler of the church. The 
church has no president or such head, save Jesus Christ!

VI. The Church: Its Worship
A. The church worships only as the Bible authorizes (Matt. 15:9), 

not as it wants to.
B. The church is to assemble to worship God, with all Christians 

being present (Heb. 10:25). Here are the acts of worship.
1. Prayer—Acts 12:5—“but prayer was made without ceasing 

of the church unto God for him” (Peter was in prison).
2. Singing—Hebrews 2:12—“in the midst of the church will I 

sing praise unto thee.”
a. The singing of spiritual songs is done by the whole con-

gregation (not choirs, quartets, etc. entertaining).
b. Ephesians 5:19—“Speaking to yourselves in psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs, _________________ and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord.”
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3. Teaching—Acts 20:7—“And upon the first day of the 
week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul 
preached unto them. . . .”

4. Communion—Acts 20:7—“And upon the first day of the 
week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul 
preached unto them. . . .”
a. It is a weekly observance, done every Sunday.
b. List the two elements of the Lord’s supper and what 

each represents (Matt. 26:26-29).  _________________
  ____________________________________________
  ____________________________________________

5. Contribution—1 Corinthians 16:2—“Upon the first day of 
the week let every one of you lay by him in store. . . .” This 
individual, freewill giving of the members is the only way 
the church is authorized to raise money.

C. The worship service is not entertainment, not a ritual, but some-
thing each Christian enters into from the heart to praise God.

VII. The Church: Its Work
A. The work of the church is specifically outlined in the Scriptures. 

It involves basically three things.
1. Evangelism: preaching the gospel to the lost.

a. The church is the _____________ and ______________ 
of the truth (1 Tim. 3:15).

b. The church should support preachers as they work to save 
souls, just as Paul was supported (2 Cor. 11:8; Phil. 4:15-16).

2. Edification: teaching and strengthening Christians.
a. Various teachers are given to strengthen the faith of the 

saints (Eph. 4:11-12).
b. Gospel teaching and preaching should not only convert 

people to the Lord, but also strengthen them to be faith-
ful unto God.

c. A necessary part of edification is church discipline. 
When erring Christians will not straighten up, the church 
must withdraw fellowship from them. “Now we com-
mand you . . . that ye _______________ yourselves from 
every brother that walketh disorderly. . .” (2 Thess. 3:6).

3. Benevolence: helping needy church members.
a. Acts 4:34-35; Romans 15:25-26
b. This is a very limited benevolence—to needy saints 

only. The church is not to become a “salvation army” to 
the whole community of the world.



60  Growing in Grace and Knowledge of the Lord

B. In discussing the work of the church, notice that there is no 
social or political work involved. The church cannot fund or pro-
vide facilities for recreation and entertainment or social functions 
for its members. “For the kingdom of God is not ___________ 
and _____________________________. . .” (Rom. 14:17).

C. Neither is the church in business to make money. There may be 
many good works in the world, but the church can only do the 
work God authorized it to do!

Conclusion
1. This is the Bible’s description of the church that Christ built. Let us 

not be deceived by the false churches of men, for salvation is found 
only in the one true church (2 John 9-11; Matt. 15:13).

2. Be sure that you are a faithful member of the unique and distinctive 
church of Christ!
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Lesson 12

Rightly Dividing the       
Word of Truth

Introduction
1. Before a person can effectively study and understand the word, he 

needs to have an overall view of the Bible. This lesson is an introduc-
tion and a survey of the Bible to give that overall view.

2. 2 Timothy 2:15—“_____________ to shew thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
__________________ the word of truth.” To rightly divide the truth, 
one must know generally what the Bible is all about.

3. To many people, the Bible is a jumbled mess of Scriptures. They may 
know a few passages, but have little idea of the general organization 
and purpose of the entire book. Let’s survey the whole Bible from 
Genesis to Revelation.

Discussion:
I. Inspiration of the Bible

A. The Bible claims to be the complete revelation of God to man. 
“All scripture is given by ________________ of God . . . that 
the man of God may be ________________, throughly furnished 
unto ______________________ good works” (2 Tim. 3:16-17).

B. Inspiration means God-breathed. When we say the Bible is in-
spired of God, we mean that God miraculously gave the words of 
the Bible to its writers. (This is not inspiration meaning excite-
ment or motivation, like Shakespeare was inspired.)

C. The inspiration of the Bible is called verbal, plenary inspiration, 
meaning that all of it is fully inspired, even by the choice of 
words used.
1. 1 Corinthians 2:12-13—“Now we have received . . . the 

spirit which is of God; that we might know the things 
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that are freely given to us of God. Which things also we 
_____________ not in the _______________ which man’s 
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth. . . .”

2. Though the Bible is inspired, the different background and 
style of the individual writers were used.

D. The inspiration of the Bible is verified by:
1. Its unity (40 writers over 1600 years, no contradictions).
2. Its fulfilled prophecy.
3. Its scientific foreknowledge.
4. Its unusual style and influence in the world.

II. How We Got Our Bibles
A. None of the original autographed copies of the Bible books are 

available today.
B. Our English Bibles of today are based upon copies of the original 

manuscripts in Hebrew and Greek. The originals were very care-
fully copied and recopied. In addition to these, we have copies of 
other versions (translations into other languages) that the ancient 
people made, as well as writings of the “Church Fathers” who 
quote a great portion of the Bible.

C. There are over 5800 different ancient manuscripts that we have 
today to translate the Bible from, some going as far back as AD 
125. Considering the amount and age of the manuscripts, the 
Bible is the best preserved book of antiquity of its size.

D. There are different versions of the Bible in English. Some are good 
standard translations, like the King James, American Standard, and 
New American Standard. Some are not good, like the Good News 
for Modern Man, Living Bible, or New World Translation.

E. Remember that the chapter and verse divisions were not in the 
originals (like maps, concordances, references, notes). Stephen 
Langton inserted the chapter divisions in 1227. The verses were 
added by Robert Stephens in 1551.

III. General Information about the Bible
A. The word “Bible” means the book. The Bible’s overall theme is 

the salvation of man.
B. Though the Bible is one book, it is made up of 66 books. These 

books were written by 40 writers over a 1600 year span, from 
about 1500 BC to AD 96.

C. The Bible has two major divisions: the Old Testament and the 
New Testament. The word “testament” refers to a covenant or an 
agreement.
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1. The Old Testament consists of 39 books originally written in 
Hebrew. It is mainly a history of the origin of man and the 
Jewish people. It has four parts:
a. Law (5)—The law of Moses given to the Jews (Genesis, 

Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy).
b. History (12)—The history of the Jewish people (Joshua, 

Judges, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, 1 and 2 
Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther).

c. Poetry and Wisdom (5)—Poetry containing wisdom 
(Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon).

d. Prophets (17)—Inspired preachers to Israel.
(1) Major Prophets (5)—Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, 

Ezekiel, Daniel.
(2) Minor Prophets (12)—Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 

Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Hag-
gai, Zechariah, Malachi.

2. The New Testament consists of 27 books originally written 
in Greek. It deals with the coming of Christ and His church, 
and the spread of Christianity. It also has four parts:
a. Gospels (4)—The life of Christ (Matthew, Mark, Luke, 

John).
b. History (1)—History of the early church (Acts).
c. Epistles (21)—Instruction to Christians.

(1) Paul’s letters to churches: Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthi-
ans, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 
and 2 Thessalonians.

(2) Letters to individuals: 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, Phile-
mon, 2 and 3 John.

(3) General letters: Hebrews, James, 1 and 2 Peter, 1 
John, Jude.

d. Prophecy (1)—Future of the persecuted church (Revela-
tion).

3. The old law of Moses was replaced by the gospel of Christ at 
Jesus’ death on the cross (Gal. 3:15-29).

IV. An Outline of Bible History
A. The Patriarchal Age (family religion)—Creation to 1491 BC

1. Creation to Flood (Gen. 1-5)
2. After Flood (Gen. 6-11)
3. Journeys of Patriarchs (Gen. 12-50)
4. Egyptian Bondage (Exod. 1-11)
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B. The Jewish Age (national religion)—1491 BC to AD 30.
1. Wilderness Wanderings (Exod. 12 – Deut. 34)
2. Conquest of Canaan (Josh.)
3. Judges (Judg. 1 – 1 Sam. 8)
4. United Kingdom (1 Sam. 9 – 1 Kings 11)
5. Divided Kingdom (1 Kings 12 – 2 Kings 25)
6. Captivity (2 Kings 25)
7. Restoration (Ezra, Neh., Est.)
8. Between Testaments (No writing for 400 years)
9. Life of Christ (Matt. – John)
*    The prophets wrote during the divided kingdom, captivity, or 

restoration period.
C. The Christian Age (universal religion)—AD 30 to 100

1. Church (Acts – Rev.)
2. Will continue to the end of the world.

V. Important People and Events of the Bible
A. Creation of the universe (Gen. 1-2)—God created it.
B. Adam and Eve (Gen. 2)—First man and woman.
C. The first sin (Gen. 3)—Eve eats of the forbidden fruit.
D. Flood (Gen. 6-8)—Noah builds ark and eight are saved.
E. Abraham (Gen. 12-23)—God promises salvation through him.
F. Lot (Gen. 19)—Flees Sodom before God destroys it.
G. Jacob (Gen. 27-35)—Father of the 12 tribes of Israel.
H. Joseph (Gen. 37-50)—Jacob’s son sold into slavery.
I. Moses (Exod. 2-6)—God’s prophet and leader of Israel.
J. 10 plagues (Exod. 7-11)—Brought on Egypt to deliver Jews.
K. Exodus (Exod. 12-13)—Israel leaves Egyptian bondage.
L. Red Sea (Exod. 14)—Water parted for Israel to cross.
M. Law of Moses (Exod. 20-24)—Ten commandments given.
N. Passover (Exod. 13)—Jewish feast of unleavened bread.
O. Tabernacle (Exod. 25-40)—Jewish place of worship.
P. Samson (Judg. 14-16)—Strongest man of the Bible.
Q. David (2 Sam. 11)—King who sinned with Bathsheba.
R. Naaman (2 Kings 5)—A leper is cleansed.
S. Job (Job 1-2)—A righteous man of patience.
T. Jonah (Jonah)—Swallowed by a big fish.
U. Daniel (Dan. 6)—Thrown into the lion’s den.
V. John the Baptist (Luke 3)—Forerunner of Jesus.
W. Birth of Jesus (Matt. 1)—Son of God born of a virgin.
X. Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5-7)—Jesus’ basic teachings.
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Y. 12 apostles (Matt. 10)—Christ’s ambassadors to the world.
Z. Betrayal (Matt. 26)—Judas turns Jesus in.
AA. Crucifixion (Matt. 27)—Jesus crucified on the cross.
AB. Resurrection (Matt. 28)—Jesus rises from the dead.
AC. Ascension (Acts 1)—Jesus goes back to heaven.
AD. Church established (Acts 2).
AE. Stephen stoned (Acts 7)—First Christian martyr.
AF. Cornelius (Acts 10-11)—First Gentile convert.
AG. Paul’s three journeys (Acts 13-28)—Spread of Christianity.

Conclusion
1. Let’s determine to learn more about the precious Bible by studying it 

daily.
2. “Last eve I paused beside a blacksmith’s door

And heard the anvil ring the vesper chime,
Then looking in, I saw on the floor
Old hammers worn with beating years of time.
‘How many anvils have you had,’ said I,
‘To wear and batter all these hammers so?’
‘Just one,’ he said; then with a twinkling eye,
‘The anvil wears the hammers out you know,’
And so, I thought, the anvil of God’s word
For ages skeptics blows have beat upon,
Yet though the noise of falling blows was heard,
The anvil is unharmed—the hammers gone!”
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Lesson 13

Then Cometh the End
Introduction
1. The apostle Paul describes the end of time by saying, “Then cometh 

the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even 
the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and 
power” (1 Cor. 15:24).
a. There is a lot of misunderstanding about the second coming of 

Christ and the time of the end. A lot of people take figurative 
passages of Scripture and misapply them.

b. One of the best ways to understand events concerning the end is to 
read and study simple, clear Bible passages that deal with the subject.

2. Let’s take a look at some events which will take place when the end comes.

Discussion:
I. Christ Will Return.

A. Most people think that when Christ returns, He will return to the 
earth. The Bible nowhere says that Christ will come back to this earth.

B. Christ has promised to return. “So Christ was once offered to 
bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he 
appear the _________________ time without sin unto salvation” 
(Heb. 9:28).

C. His coming is unknown to man and will be like the coming of a 
thief. “But of that day and that hour knoweth __________ man, 
no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the 
Father” (Mark 13:32).

D. Paul says that Christ “shall descend from heaven” but the meet-
ing place will be “in the  _______________ ” (1 Thess. 4:16-17).

II. The Dead Will Be Raised.
A. Many believe that death is the end of things. But not so! The 

Bible teaches, “Then shall the _____________ return to the earth 
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as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it” (Eccl. 
12:7).

B. There will be a resurrection of all the dead. Jesus said, “Marvel 
not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which ___________ 
that are in the graves shall hear his voice. And shall come 
_____________; they that have done good, unto the resurrec-
tion of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of 
damnation” (John 5:28-29).
1. There will only be one general resurrection of all the dead.
2. Acts 24:15 says, “that there will be _____ resurrection of the 

dead, both of the just and the unjust.” Only one.
C. The new body to be resurrected is not described in the word of 

God. Paul said, “And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that 
body that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat or of 
some other grain: But God giveth it a _____________ as it hath 
pleased him, and to every seed his own body” (1 Cor. 15:37-38).
1. Read and study 1 John 3:2.
2. Whatever God has in mind for us will be good.

III. Change the Living.
A. There will be people living on the earth when the Lord and the 

end come. What will become of the living at the end?
1. 1 Corinthians 15:51-52—“Behold, I shew you a mys-

tery; We shall not all sleep [die], but we shall all be 
_______________; In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”

2. The reason why the living will be changed is that “flesh and 
blood ___________  _______ inherit the kingdom of God; 
neither doth corruption inherit incorruption” (1 Cor. 15:50).

B. Our bodies are corruptible, that is, subject to death and decay, 
but the spiritual body will be incorruptible, just like our spirit is 
incorruptible or immortal.

IV. Bring This Present World to an End.
A. The earth is only temporary. God never did intend for it to last 

without end.
B. 2 Peter 3:10—“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in 

the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall ____________ with fervent heat, 
the _______________ also and the works that are therein shall 
be burned up.”
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1. This earth will be burned up when the end comes.
2. Since the earth will be burned up, Peter encourages us with 

these words: “Seeing then that all these things shall be dis-
solved, what manner of persons ought ye to _______ in all 
holy conversation and godliness” (2 Pet. 3:11).

V. The Judgment
A. All of us will be present at the judgment when the end comes. 

None will escape the judgment of God.
1. Solomon said, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole 

matter: Fear God and keep his commandments: for this is 
the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work into 
judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or 
whether it be evil” (Eccl. 12:13-14).

2. 2 Corinthians 5:10—“For we must ___________ appear be-
fore the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive 
the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad.”

3. John said that he saw “the dead, small and great, stand be-
fore God” at the judgment (Rev. 20:12).

B. The judgment will be individual in nature. Each person will 
stand before God in judgment. “For it is written, As I live, saith 
the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall 
confess to God. So then ____________ one of us shall give ac-
count of himself to God” (Rom. 14:11-12).

C. Christ will be the judge at the judgment. John said, “For the 
Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the 
__________” (John 5:22). Read Acts 17:30-31.

D. The word of God will be the standard by which we will be judged.
1. John 12:48—“He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my 

words, hath one that judgeth him: the ____________ that I 
have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.”

2. Romans 2:16—“In the day when God shall judge the secrets 
of men by Jesus Christ according to my  ______________ .”

3. Since we will be judged by the word of God, doesn’t it make 
it important to obey the word?

VI. The Kingdom Will Be Delivered up to God.
A. 1 Corinthians 15:24 “Then cometh the end, when he shall have 

delivered up the ______________ to God, even the Father; when 
he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.”
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B. Remember that the kingdom of God is the church (Matt. 16:18-
19). At the end of time, Christ will deliver up the church to God.

C. You see, the Lord’s kingdom is “not of this world” (John 18:36). 
It is a spiritual kingdom, and, as Paul said, “our conversation 
[citizenship] is in ________________; from whence also we 
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil. 3:20).

D. Since the kingdom will be delivered up to God when the end comes:
1. It defeats the idea of Christ setting up a kingdom when He 

comes the second time. He will not set up a kingdom; He 
will deliver it up!

2. I need to be in the kingdom. The only provision God has 
made for responsible people to be delivered up to Him, when 
the end comes, is to be in the kingdom.

VII. The Reign of Christ Will End.
A. The reigning of Christ on the heavenly throne is temporary.

1. Christ is reigning now and will reign unto the end. 
Paul said, “Then cometh the end . . . For he must reign, 
______________ he hath put all enemies under his feet. The 
last enemy that shall be destroyed is death . . . And when 
all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also 
himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, 
that God may be all in all” (1 Cor. 15:24-28).

2. Christ was given dominion, glory, and a kingdom when He 
ascended to God, the Father, after His resurrection from the 
dead (Dan. 7:13-14; Acts 1:9; Eph. 1:19-23).

B. Paul said that Christ would reign in His kingdom as long as any 
were dead. At the resurrection, there will be no dead and Christ 
will give up His reign.

Conclusion
1. From the time you first obeyed the gospel to the end, you must put first 

things first, keep adding to your faith, keep unspotted from the world, 
be faithful, read the word of God, meet your responsibilities, realize 
the importance of the family, study the Scriptures lest you err from 
them, keep your attitude right, learn all you can about Christ and the 
church, so when the end comes you will be ready for it.

2. In closing this series of Bible lessons, we urge each of you, “Therefore, 
my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not 
in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58).
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